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Narrowboats President & Kildare at Limehouse Basin in May, with some of
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Weather extremes for Canalway
Cavalcade

This year’s Canalway Cavalcade, over the
May Day Bank Holiday weekend saw
extremes of weather, with two bright,
warm, sunny days on the Saturday and
Sunday followed by the wettest Bank
Holiday Monday that Canalway Cavalcade
has ever seen. The public attendance
followed the same pattern, with the
Sunday probably being the busiest day
we've ever had at the event, leading to
an estimated 25,000 visitors during the
whole weekend.
About 140 boats came this year,
including the steamer nb President
and its butty Kildare, which was one
of the reasons why we chose as this
year’s theme Steaming Ahead. This
also linked with the bicentenary of the
first successful journey by steam
power near Merthyr Tydfill. President
and Kildare are owned by the Black
Country Museum, whose Director, Ian
Walden, opened the event.
The theme led to some interesting
interpretations in the decoration of the
boats, none more idiosyncratic than
London WRG's “Steaming a Head”.
All the usual components of Canalway
Cavalcade were there - the parades
of boats (the rain stopped on Monday
just in time for the parade of historic

This giant coot was
made by one of the
schools in the BW

project and displayed
on the BW workboat

Python.
PHOTO : Mike Stevens

『 \
boats), the Teddy Bears’ Picnic and
other children’s activities (once again
including a range of Wild Over
Waterways activities) and jazz, moris
dancing and the enhanced
entertainments mentioned above.
One sad note was that this was the last
year we'll enjoy a performance at
Canalway Cavalcade by the Daystar
Theatre Group, as they are about to give
up touring the canals to go into other
forms of theatre work. We shall miss
Jane and Pete, who have been with us
from the very early years of the event.
This year’s beer tent was a distinct
improvement on the last couple of years
and did a flourishing trade, providing,
as well as its day-time public service, an
added attraction for the boaters in the
evening to come to that part of the
site and support the Friday evening quiz
and the Saturday evening Ceilidh.
This year, Canalway Cavalcade was
preceded by the Paddington Waterside
Festival, a series of corporate events
organised by the Paddington
Waterside Partnership, an organisation
that links the various organisations
involved in the developments around
and near Paddington Basin. The
partnership and some of its member
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ROUTES AND BRANCHES : Region,
Branch and navigation news

Despite appalling weather conditions
over twenty members turned up to hear
an illuminating talk given by Annie
Chipchase (Environment Officer, N&E
London Branch) as they walked around
the Bow Back Rivers in April. The
purpose of the walk was to outline the
impact on the local environment of a
successful Olympic bid. Did you know
that plans include lowering the level of
the towpaths and building new bridges?
Annie subsequently led a similar walk
on Sunday 18 July, during the Three
Mills Rally (see pages 10 & 11).

Howard Selina

Branch & Region Committee
changes

Since our last issue we have been
through the annual round of AGMs and
elections. Two of our London Branches
have changed their Chairs since this time
last year.
In North & East London, Tim Lewis had
already handed over the Chair to
Marion Riley some months before the
AGM. He has now been confirmed as
Vice-Chair and Roger Wilkinson has been
elected as Branch Secretary, a post he
has held once before.
In South London, David Lewellyn stood
down as Chairman at the AGM. He was
a founder member of the Branch
Committee in 1995 and had been its
Chairman since 1997. He has now
retired from the Branch Committee, and
the AGM expressed the Branch’s thanks
to him for his service. He has been
replaced as Branch Chairman by your

Editor, who in turn has been replaced
as Branch Secretary by Lesley Pryde.
Libby Bradshaw becomes the new
Deputy Chairman.
At Region level, the only changes have
been in these Branch Chair posts, and
all the Region Officers have been re-
appointed for a further year. There
are a few vacancies on the Region
Committee to which we should like to
co-opt suitable volunteers.
The current composition of all our
Region and Branch Committees is listed
on page 2.

A load of rubbish?
The Règion’s Planning & Navigation
Committee, along with the Middlesex
Branch Committee are taking interest
in a proposal for a recycling depôt
beside the canal at Old Oak Common
Lane, Willesden Junction. This will be
able to use road, rail or water transport.
The use of the canal to transfer
recyclable goods in this area makes a
lot of sense, as it is on a 27-mile pound,
so the barges will not be delayed by
locks. The scheme is highly consistent
with IWA’s national policy for increasing
the anmount of freight carried by water,
and is much friendlier to the
environment than carrying the same
goods by road.
This scheme, together with the ”Waste
by Water” scheme which is still
undergoing feasibility studies on the Lee
Navigation, and the recently-started
gravel traffic between Denham and West
Drayton mark, we hope, the beginnings
of a revival of freight traffic on London's
waterways.

BW London movesoffices
British Waterways London Region has
moved out of the Toll Office at Little
Venice to a new office adjacent to the
arm leading to Paddington Basin. Their
new address is :

1 Sheldon Square,
Paddington Central,

London W2 6TT.
‘phone (020) 7985 7200

fax (020) 7985 7201
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ON THE METREAU: news and gossip
of London’s waterways

President visits London
The steamer President and her butty
Kildare made good use of their first visit
to London since 1996. The original
invitation to them came from Canalway
Cavalcade, so they arrived the day before
that event started and took a full part in
it, with the new engine on public view
whenever they weren't taking part in one
of the various parades of boats.
Then they moved on to be guest exhibits
at the London Canal Museum for the
following week.
On Monday 10" May they set off from
the Museum down the Regent's Canal
for a rendezvous in Limehouse Basin
with a flotilla of about a dozen
narrowboats who were to escort them
up the tideway to Brentford and back
into the canal system. On the tideway
we were joined by the Maritime
Volunteer Services Londinium 1.

President and Kildare at Tower Bridge.
Photo by Mike Stevens,

It was 2:30pm when the first group of
boats locked out of Limehouse, and
exactly 4pm as we passed Parliament.
The weather was very kind to us and we
had a beautiful run to Brentford. After
a brief stop there, most of us carried
on as far as the foot of Hanwell locks,
where President & Kildare were the last
to arrive. Only the earliest of our grou
were in time for the hoped-for pub meal,
but the rest of us were well-content when
we found a Thai restaurant a little
further off.

South London’s travels
South London Branch has been gettin
about a bit this Summer. We organiseà

the cruise accompanying President on
the tideway, and another tideway cruise
(this time of 16 boats) following the
Three Mills Rally. Libby Bradshaw was
the organiser o both of these (although
she missed the earlier one because of
illness), and Roger Squires arranged the
lockings and gave the skippers’ briefings
on both occasions. Thanks to both of
them for their hard work.
In June some of us spent a very sunny
Sunday with our Branch Stand at the
Teddington River Festival, celebrating the
centenary of Teddington Barge Lock.

The South London Branch stand
at Teddington.

Photo by Mike Stevens

The Festival was extremely well-attended
and we were very well-positioned on the
towpath beside the lock. The stand took
a lot of money, and many IWA
membership forms were taken by visitors.
We've made a practice in recent years
of finishing our season of social meetings
with a visit, and this year the choice fell
on the fairly-recently-opened Museum in
Docklands, where a number of us
gathered on a filthy evening when the
top of Canary Wharf tower was hidden
in the clouds. An evening visit of a couple
of hours wasn’t enough to do justice to
this splendid musuem, and several of us
vowed to come back and spend a whole
day there.

On the transfer list?
On all these South London Branch away-
days, we were pleased to welcome a
prominent member of Middlesex
Branch, who even ended up helping staff
our stand at Teddington. Are you
looking for a free transfer, Robin?
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THREE MILLS BOAT RALLY 2004 A
Recycling the Water Way

Building on the success of previous
years, this year’s Three Mills Boat Rall
saw a wide range of water and lane
based activities for visitors of all ages
and interests. The sixth consecutive
annual festival took place in the
middle of July and, despite not having
the best of weather conditions, was a
triumph. The Mill House was again
open all weekend and short boat trips
were run for the public. Almost 40
boats joined us for the event -
including a handful of Dutch barges.
A very exciting series of marquee events
and entertainment was organised this
year. In addition to a varied mix of
information, food, trade and craft stalls
and street entertainment, thanks to an
Awards for All grant, we were able to
book a comprehensive line up of events.
Our Social Secretary was kept on the
run all weekend looking after the
entertainers - dealing with requests that
ranged from refreshments via
babysitting to hair accessories.
The circus show was extremely funny -
and incorporated lots of tension when
there was a real possibility they were
about to burn down the marquee during
the fire juggling routine. The circus skills
workshop had a large group of
enthusiastic participants, though
somewhat captive as a result of a
torrential downpour. Over the two days
we heard music from three different

bands, children were enchanted by two
storytellers and there were lots of
different art and craft projects. One
group of craft artists were enjoyin
themselves so much that they move
camp onto the green and carried on
working until the end of the day - at no
extra charge!
In addition to these events, Mudchute
Farm set up ‘animal corner’. Families
were captivated by the small animals -
including a family of small ducklings.
Funnily enough, no-one was too keen on
stroking the Llamas, who seemed to be
keeping a wary eye on everyone who
went past. The children seemed to be
delighted by the range of animals they
could pick up and cuddle.
The boaters’ quiz on the Friday night
was well Ly LEUR to do with
the unplugging of the real ale?). As usual
there was much debate from the losing
teams about the validity of the answers.
The Theme of ‘Recycling the Water Way’
won Dunkley’s Folly (from Lee & Stort
Branch) the trophy for best decorated
boat - presented by Cathy Russell.
On the Saturday night, in between sets
from the band, the illuminated boat
competition took place. Despite some
extremely funny competition (such as
mini rubber ducks lit up by flashing
bicycle lights), Amethyst (from
Amersham) won, by not only lighting
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IWA London Region 200 Club
The club was formed some years ago to help fund the running of the Region, so that
other sources of income could be devoted more fully to campaigning and donations to
waterways causes. At the moment the Club is well below its target of 200 members. If
you've not yet joined, why not do so now? If you are a member, you can always take
out an extra membership or two!
Members of the Club must be IWA members aged 18 or over. The annual subscription
to the club is £12, payable by annual cheque or standing order (either for £12 annually
or £1 monthly). A member may hold more than one membership of the Club. Prizes
are awarded by a draw which takes place six times a year. When the club has its full

uota of 200 members, each draw awards four prizes of £100, £50, £25, £25. When
the Club has less than 200 members,prizes are reduced so that the ratio of prizes to
subscriptions remains the same. The present officers of the Club are: Chairman: Mike
Stevens (contact details on front cover); Secretary: Vernon Draper (address below);
Treasurer: Tim Lewis (contact details on page 2) All queries should be addressed to
Vernon Draper at the address at the foot of this page.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
To the Officers, i
I wish to become a member of the Inland Waterways Association London Region 200
Club. I have completed and enclose the standing order / enclose a cheque as payment
for ….....。 membership(s) at £12 each.
EN
AddPress0

Postcodeviii,
Please pay to Barclays Bank plc Kettering Branch, Sort code 20-45-77 for the credit of
the Inland Waterways Association London Region 200 Club Account no. 80204234,
quoting reference coven.) as follows : {(*will be inserted by Officers when processing.)
(ANNUAL OPTION) the sum of £............C pounds only) with immediate
effect and on the first day ‘of wem (*) each year thereafter until further notice
from me.

OR

(MONTHLY OPTION) the sum of£..................Eopounds only) with immediate
effect and on the first day of each month thereafter until further notice from me.

Please debit my account in the name Ofcco,
Account no

The two halves of the form should be sent to Vernon Draper at 12 Chipperfield Close,
New Bradwell, MILTON KEYNES, Buckinghamshire MK13 OEP

- ①-

IWA London Region 200 Glub
The club was formed some years ago to help fund the running of the Region, so that
other sources of income could be dEvoted mbre fully to campa-rgning and donations to
waterways causes. At the moment the Club is well below its tariet oY ZOO members. If
you've nbt yet joined, 

,r.1hy not do so now? lf you are a memb"er,you can always take
out an extra memDersnlD or two!
Members of the Club must be IWA members aqed 18 or ovey. The annual subscription
to the club is f 12, pavable by annual cheque or"standins order (either for EI2 anriuallv
or f t monthlv). A rirember mav hold mbre than oneTnembership of the Club. Prize-s
are awarded 5v a draw which tikes place six times a vear. When'the club has its full
quota of 2OO members, each draw awards four prizes of f 1Oo, f.5O, t25, t25.When
the Club has less than 2OO members, prizes are red,uced so that the ratio of prizes to
subscriptions remains the same. The'riresent officers of the Club are: Chairman: Mike
Steveni (contact details on front cover); Secrelary: Vernon Draper (address below);
Treasurer: Tim Lewis (contact details-on pag9.2) All queries should be addressed to
Vernon Draper at the address at the foot bflhis page.

I wish to become a member of the Inland Waterways Association London Region 2OO
Club. I have completed and enclose the standing order ( enclose a cheque as"payment
for .......... membership(s) at tIZ each.
Full name ........................

To the Officers,
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Postcode
Phone .......... emai1..............
I am a member of the Inland Waterways Association and I agree to be bound by the
rules ofthe London Region 2OO Club. 

-

Cheques should be made payable to "IWA London Region 200 Club"

ro : rhe Manaser 
srA:D:NG o:DE: y"|:"t1...... 

eunt/euirding society

Postcode
Please pay to Ba rclays Bank plc Kette ring Branch, Sort code 20-+5-7 7 for the credit of
the Inl'arid Waterwdys Association London Region 2OO Club Account no. 8O2O4234,
quotingreference...............................(*)asfollow-s : {(r)wtllbeinsertedbyofficerswhenprocessing.}

IAL OPTION) the sum of f............ (....................... pounds only) with immedii
and on the first day of (*) each year ihereafter until further not

me.

OR

(MONTHLY OPTION) the sum of f .................. (....................... pounds only) with immediate
effed and, on the first dav of each month thereafler until further notice from me.

Please debit my account in the name of ...................
Account no .................. accordingly.
Signature Date ..............
_i_ _
The two halves of the form should be sent to Vernon Draper at 12 Ch\pperfield Close,
New Bradwell, MILTON KEYNES, Buckinghamshire MK13 OEP

- tz -
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Tuesday 14% 8pm

Thursday 168pm

Sunday 19% all day

Sunday 19% 2.30pm

IWA MIDDLESEX BRANCH SOCIAL. Pitfalls and Pleasures
of Brokering Boats by John Currer.
IWA LONDON REGION CENTRAL SOCIAL. Burgundy and
Water by Colin Edwards.
IWA NORTH & EAST LONDON BRANCH. Coach trip and
glided tour of Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation. Pick up
rom Spring Lee Cruising Club. Other pick up points can

be arranged.
LONDON IWA with THE ORIGINAL LONDON WALKS. GUIDED
TOWPATH WALK. The Regen Canal. Islington to Mile
End. Meet outside Angel tube station.

Weekend 18%/19% all day MAYOR’S THAMES FESTIVAL, on and around the South
Bank of the Thames, between Westminster and Southwark
Bridges. 12 noon to 10pm on both days. For the
programme of activities, go to: www.thamesfestival.org.uk

Weekend 18%/19* all day LONDON OPEN HOUSE WEEKEND. The London Canal

Saturday 25% all day

Sunday 26% 2.30pm

OCTOBER 2004
Weekend 2nd/3rd

Sunday 37 2.30pm

Wednesday 6% 8pm

Thursday 7 7.30pm

Monday 11” 8pm

Tuesday 12% 8pm

Saturday 16" all day

Sunday 17% 2.30pm

Thursday 21st 8pm
Weekend 234/24t

Saturday 30% all day

MUseum, Kew Bridge Steam Museum, West India Dock
Impounding Station and the Limehouse Accumulator Tower
are among many venues taking part.
LONDON CANAL MUSEUM. ‘Roses and Castles’ painting
workshop with Tricia Parrott. Suitable for all abilities.
10.30am to 4.30pm. £25 a head.
LONDON CANAL MUSEUM. Guided towpath walk from
Museum to Camden Town, along the towpath of the
Regent's Canal. Suggested donation of £4 or £5.

LONDON WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP. Dig on the
Hereford & Gloucester Canal.
LONDON IWA with THE ORIGINAL LONDON WALKS. GUIDED
TOWPATH WALK. Three Mills and the Bow Back Rivers.
Meet at Bromley-by-Bow tube station.
IWA SOUTH LONDON BRANCH SOCIAL. The National Trust
and the River Wey Navigation by Denys Wood.
LONDON CANAL MUSEUM ILLUSTRATED TALK. Thames
Locks and Weirs by Steve Capel Davis.
IWA LEE & STORT BRANCH. Waterway Wonders by
Richard Thomas
IWA MIDDLESEX BRANCH SOCIAL. Managing London’s
Waterways by John Guest (British Waterways).
LONDON CANAL MUSEUM FAMILY ACTIVITY DAY as part
of national Family Learning Week. Details to be arranged.
LONDON IWA with THE ORIGINAL LONDON WALKS.
GUIDED TOWPATH WALK. The Regent’s Canal. Little Venice
to Camden Town. Meet at Warwick Avenue tube station.
IWA LONDON REGION CENTRAL SOCIAL. Speaker TBA.
LONDON WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP. Dig on the Wilts
& Berks Canal at Pewsham
St PANCRAS CRUISING CLUB. Spooky Cruise to Kensal Green
Cemetery, leave St Pancras at 10am and return there for
an 8pm Halloween Party. Bring your own food. Contact:
Beryl Windsor on 0121 244 8439.

- ⑭ -

Tuesday 14th 8pm

Thursday 16th 8pm

Sunday 19th all day

Sunday 19th 2.3Opm

weekend 1Sth/r9th all day

weekend 18th/19th all day

Saturday 25th all day

Sunday 26th 2.3Opm

ocToBER 2004
Weekend Znd[3ra

Sunday 3'd 2.3Opm

Wednesday 6th 8pm

Thursday 7th 7.3Opm

Monday 11th 8p.

Tuesday 12th 8pm

Saturday 16th all day

Sunday ITrh 2.3Opm

Thursday 21't 8pm
weekend 23,d[z+th

Saturday 3oth all day

IWA MIDDLESEX BRANCH SOCIAL. Pitfalls and Pleasures
of Brokering Boats by John Currer.
IWA LONDON REGION CENTRAL SOCIAL. Burgundy and
Water by Colin Edwards.
IWA NORTH tr EAST LONDON BRANCH. Coach trip and
suided tour of Chelmer & Blackwater Navisation. Pick up
Irom Sprinq Lee Cruising Club. Other pick"up points cah
De arrangeo.
LONDON IWA with THE ORIGINAL LONDON WALKS. GUIDED
TOWPATH WALK. The Regent's Canal. Islington to Mile
End. Meet outside Angel tube station.
MAYOR'S THAMES FESTIVAL, on and around the South
Bank of the Thames, between Westminster and Southwark
Bridges. 12 noon to lopm on both days. For the
prog/amme of activities, go'to: www.thamesfestival.org.uk
LONDON OPEN HOUSE WEEKEND. The London Canal
MUseum, Kew Bridge Steam Museum, West India Dock
Impounding Station -and the Limehouse Accumulator Tower
a(e among many venues;taking part.
LONDON CANAL MUSEUM. 'Roses and Castles' painting
workshop with Tricia Parrott. Suitable for all abilities".
10.3Oam to 4.3Opm. f25 a head.

LONDON CANAL MUSEUM. Guided towpath walk from
Museum to Camden Town, along the towpath of the
Regent's Canal. Suggested donatioi'of f4 or'f5.

LONDON WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP. Dig on the
Hereford & Gloucester Canal.
LONDON IWA with THE ORIGINAL LONDON WALKS. GUIDED
TOWPATH WALK. Three Mills and the Bow Back Rivers.
Meet at Bromley-by-Bow tube station.
IWA SOUTH LONDON BRANCH SOCIAL. The NationalTrust
and the River Wey Navigation by Denys Wood.
LONDON CANAL MUSEUM ILLUSTRATED TALK. Thames
Locks and Weirs by Steve Capel Davis.

IWA LEE & STORT BRANCH. Waterway Wonders by
Ktcnaro I nomas
IWA MIDDLESEX BRANCH SOCIAL. Manasins London's
Waterways byJohn cuest (British Waterwalys)l
LONDON CANAL MUSEUM FAMILY ACTIVITY DAY as part
of national Family Learning Week. Details to be arranged,.

LONDON IWA with THE ORIGINAL LONDON WALKS.
GUIDED TOWPATH WALK. The Reqent's Canal. Little Venice
to Camden Town. Meet at Warw'r"ck Avenue tube station.
IWA LONDON REGION CENTRAL SOCIAL. Speaker TBA.
LONDON WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP. Dig on the Wilts
& Berks Canal at Pewsham

St PANCRAS CRUISING CLUB. Spooky Cruise to Kensal Green
Cemelew. leave St Pancras at'lOairn and return lhere for
arn 8pm-Halloween Party. Bring your own food. Contact:
Bervl'Windsor on 0121 2++ 8+39.
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Venue details & contact people

MEETING VENUE CONTACT

IWA LONDON REGION CENTRAL LONDON SOCIAL
The Lamb Mike Stevens
Lamb’s Conduit Street, WC1 (see details on page 1)
(Nearest tube Russell Square)

IWA MIDDLESEX BRANCH
Hillingdon Canal Club, Robin Bishop
Uxbri ge Wharf, (020) 8452 2632
Waterloo Rd, Uxbridge

IWA NORTH & EAST LONDON BRANCH
Springfield Marina, = Pete Nash
Spring Hill, Clapton, (work) 0207 269 3401
London E5 email peter.nash@cancer.org.uk

IWA SOUTH LONDON BRANCH
East Croydon United Reformed Church Hall
Addiscombe Grove, CRO 5LP Lesley Pryde
(Close to East Croydon station) (020) 8679 9866

email cookielesley@tinyworld.co.uk

LONDON IWA [ LONDON WALKS TOWPATH WALKS
As listed. Each about 2 hours. London Walks
£5.50 (concessions £4.50). (020) 7624 3978

LONDON WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP
Meeting point for digs is Tim Lewis
usually Waterloo Station (020) 8367-6227
7 pm on Friday to travel to site. london@wrg.org.uk

LONDON CANAL MUSEUM
12 New Wharf Road, (020) 7713 0836
King’s Cross, London, N1 9RT
Opens Tues. to Sun, 10 am - 4:30 pm.
Admission £2.50, concessions £1.25,
Admission to talks £2.50, concessions £1.25.

IWA LEE & STORT BRANCH
The New Inn, Roydon Barry Banyard

07860 669279

“HOW TO GET THERE” MAPS
for the IWA Central London, South London Branch, N&E London Branch and

Middlesex Branch venues can be found on the internet at
www.waterways.org.uk/branchandregion/londonregion/venues/index.htm
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Venue details & contact people

MEETING VENUE CONTACT

IWA LONDON REGION CENTRAL LONDON SOCIAL
The Lamb Mike Stevens
Lamb's Conduit Street, WCI - (see details on page I)
(Nearest tube Russell Square)

IWA MIDDLESEX BRANCH
Hillingdon Canal Club, Robin Bishop
uxbridge wharf, (o2o) 8+52 2632
Wate116o Rd, Uxbridge

IWA NORTH €{ EAST LONDON BRANCH
Springfield Marina, , ; Pete Nash
Sirrinfi Hill, Clapton, (work) O2O7 269 3+OI
Lbndon E5 email peter.nash@cancer.org.uk

IWA SOUTH LONDON BRANCH
East Crovdon United Reformed Church Hall
Addiscorirbe Grove, CRO 5LP Lesley Pryde
(Close to East Croydon station) (O2o) 86i9 9'866

email cookielesley@tinyworld.co.uk

LONDON IWA / LONDON WALKS TOWPATH WALKS
As listed. Each about lhours. London Walks
f 5.50 (concessions f.+.5O). (O2O) 762+ 3978

LONDON WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP
Meeting point for digs is Tim Lewis
ursuallriWaterloo Sta'tion (O2o) 8367-6227
7 pm'on Friday to travel to site. london@wrg.org.uk

LONDON CANAL MUSEUM
12 New Wharf Road, (O2O) 7713 0836
King's Cross, London, Nl 9RT

9?.lt fuesr^tgSun, 1O am - 4:]-O^pm.
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IWA LEE €T STORT BRANCH
The New Inn,Roydon Barry Banyard

07860 669279

..HOW TO GET THERE,' MAPS
for the IWA Central London, South London Branch, N&E London Branch and

Middlesex Branch venues can be found on the internet at
www.waterways.org.uk/b ranchandregion llondon region I venues /index.htm
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